
Adding fractions 

If the fractions have the same denominator… 

First, find the lowest common  
multiple of both denominators.

Convert the fractions so that the denominators 
are both the lowest common multiple.

If the fractions have different denominators… 

Convert the fractions so that they 
have the same denominator. 

Add the numerators.  
Keep the denominators the same.

Add the numerators.
Keep the denominators the same.

:

:



Subtracting fractions 

If the fractions have the same denominator… 

First, find the lowest common  
multiple of both denominators.

Convert the fractions so that the denominators 
are both the lowest common multiple.

If the fractions have different denominators…

Subtract the numerators.  
Keep the denominators the same.

Subtract the numerators.
Keep the denominators the same.

:

:

Convert the fractions so that they 
have the same denominator.


